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| ssues & Events in EPA's M d-Atlantic Region
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Custonmer Service Hotline 1-800-438-2474
Busi ness Assi stance Hotline 1-800-228-8711
Superfund Hotline 1- 800-553- 2509
| nt ernet Address: http://ww. epa. gov/regi on03
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Wel come to Enviro-Bytes, a weekly news wap-up fromthe U S.
Envi ronmental Protection Agency’s Region 3 md-Atlantic office
in Philadel phia. If you are reading Enviro-Bytes as a hard
copy or on the Internet and would like to receive it regularly
by e-mail, do the follow ng:

1) send a nessage to:
i stserver @ni xmail.rtpnc. epa. gov

2) the subject may be anyt hi ng

3) type in the body of the nessage:

subscri be usepar3news (your nane)
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ADM NI STRATOR VWHI TMAN SI GNS ONBOARD Al R EM SSI ONS RULE

On March 28, EPA Adm nistrator Wiitman signed a final rule to
require states subject to auto em ssions testing to

i ncorporate checks of second generation on-board di agnostics
systens into their inspection and mai ntenance prograns. This
rule all ows these system checks to be done in |ieu of
conventional tailpipe em ssions testing on 1996 and newer
nodel year cars equi pped with on-board systens. EPA s rule
calls for this testing to be incorporated into inspection and
mai nt enance prograns begi nni ng January 2002, and provides for
air quality “credits” simlar to the nost stringent em ssions
tail pi pe tests. On-board diagnostic system checks entail a
sinmple plug-in of a scan tool conputer to a vehicle's
dashboard. The scan tool checks for stored trouble codes,

whi ch the on-board conputer stores when a nonitored conponent
or systemfails.

DC MAYOR REQUESTS $12 M LLI ON FOR WASTEWATER UPGRADES

On March 28, D.C. Mayor Anthony WIlianms asked a subcommttee



of the U S. House of Representatives Appropriations Commttee
for noney to help pay for conbi ned sewer overflow repairs. He
estimated the total cost to be between $1 billion and $2
billion. Actual costs will be better understood when D.C.
conpletes its Conmbi ned Sewer Overfl ow Long- Term Control Pl an,
the first draft of which is due July 2001. Conbi ned sewer
overflows occur during heavy rains. Sewers that carry both
runof f and sewerage get overtaxed during rainstornms, causing
sewerage to drains into river and streans.

EPA RESPONDS TO EMERGENCY DE-| CER SPILL I N DC S ANACOSTI A
RI VER

EPA responded to a 5,000-gallon spill of de-icer on April 3 at
a D.C. Departnment of Public Works salt storage facility near
the Anacostia River. A public works inspector had noticed an
active leak previously that day. It was estimated that a sl ow
| eak from an open val ve had continued over several days and
travel ed across the yard area to a stormdrain which is
connected to the Anacostia River. Mst of the contained

mat eri al was apparently cleaned up by the evening of April 3
and haul ed off site for staging and proper disposal.

LANDFI LLS AT NAVAL FACILITY I'N SILVER SPRI NG MD GET SCRUTI NY

On March 28, a Proposed Renedial Action Plan for two landfills
at Naval Surface Warfare Center-VWhite Oak was issued for
public comrent. NSWC-White Oak is a former Navy facility just
of f of the WAshi ngton, DC beltway which has been transferred
to the GSA. The landfills are | ocated adjacent to property
where the GSA is constructing a facility to be |eased to the
Food and Drug Admi nstration (FDA). The FDA union has
expressed sone dissatisfaction with the site of the new
facility and sone concern regardi ng environnental conditions
at the former Navy property. However, any threat to FDA

enpl oyees should be mtigated by the time FDA occupies the

property.
WARM WVEATHER ALLOWS FOR MAJOR WORK ON SWANSON CREEK O L SPI LL
After a winter of general naintenance of spill boonms and ot her

smal | tasks, additional cleanup work at the Swanson Creek
Marsh oil spill site in Chalk Point, Ml. is ready to begin

again in earnest. Fifty-three work zones were originally
est abli shed during the energency response | ast Spring. O
t hose, 15 zones had still not been determ ned to be clean,

when conpared with established standards, when w nter began.



The goal this Spring is to finish cleanup in those 15 zones.
To start that process, nulti-agency shoreline cl eanup
assessnment teans will begin to review the condition of the 15
zones starting the week of April 9, to identify remaining

wor K.

EPA BEG NS REMOVAL CLEANUP AT PHI LADELPHI A METAL FI NI SHER

Renmoval operations began this week at the York Metals
Finishing site in Philadel phia. The site is a bankrupt

el ectroplating operation with a history of environnental
violations. The owner, now deceased, and the corporation,
were convicted of crimnal violations in 1995 after a joint
i nvestigation by EPA and the Phil adel phia Water Departnent.
After paying penalties and agreeing to install pretreatnent
equi pment, the corporation continued to operate until | ast
year. The now- abandoned site includes vats filled with plating
solutions of strong acids, netal salts and cyani de
concentrations neasured at 28,000 ppm The cleanup is
expected to take several nonths.

MOTI VA, DELAWARE CI TY, DE TO PAY $30K FOR LAX CHEM CAL
REPORTI NG

On March 30, EPA entered into a consent agreenent with Mtiva
Enterprises, a petroleumrefinery |located in Delaware City,

De. The conpany agreed to pay $30,800 in penalties for toxic
chem cal release reporting violations. Specifically, the
conpany failed to tinmely submt a toxic chem cal release form
for manganese conpounds for reporting year 1996, and submtted
i naccurate reports for benzene, xylene, and propylene for
reporting year 1996. An adm nistrative conplaint assessing

t hese violations was issued to the conpany on March 31, 2000
with a proposed penalty of $51, 700.

PCB VI OLATI ONS ALLEGED AT ERI E COVPANY

On March 21, EPA issued an adm nistrative conplaint to the
Gunite EM Corp. in Erie, Pa. for inproper storage and

di sposal of PCBs, failure to register PCB transformers with
the local fire response personnel, inproper marking of PCB
storage area and failure to mark druns contai ni ng PCB-
contam nated fluids. The conplaint carries a potenti al

maxi mum penalty of $139, 000.

DELAVWARE MOBI LE HOVE PARK NOW COMPLYI NG W TH DRI NKI NG WATER
RULES



Granada Mobil e Home Park, serving approxinmately 90 people in
Kent County, Del aware has returned to conpliance for |ong-
standi ng nitrate maxi num contam nant |evel (MCL) violations.
The nobile home park has had MCL viol ations for many years.
The Del aware Health and Social Service efforts at conpliance
assi stance had not been effective with the operator and they
referred the systemto EPA for enforcenment in 1998. EPA
issued a Notice of Violation and the operator cooperated by
replacing the existing well and distribution system and
providing public notice to the custonmers of the violations.
The new well meets drinking water standards and the State is
satisfied with the current conpliance of the system

OVER 200 LEARN ABOUT PCBS | N DEL ESTUARY

The | ast of three public workshops addressing PCBs in the
Del aware Estuary was held on March 26, in M. Holly, NJ.
Comm ssi oner Robert Shinn of the New Jersey Departnent of
Envi ronment al Protection opened the nmeeting and partici pated
t hroughout the entire session asking questions of the panel
and answeri ng questions fromthe audi ence. The workshops were
held to provide stakeholders with a better understandi ng of
PCBs in the Estuary. Over 200 individuals from governnent,
academ a, non-profits, consultants, industry, the nmedia and
the public attended the three workshops. The previous

wor kshops were held in WI m ngton and Phil adel phi a.

DOUGLASSVI LLE SUPERFUND SETTLEMENT W LL FUND CLEANUP

The EPA reached a final settlenment with 22 parties in the
Dougl assvill e Disposal Site litigation. The agreenent
requires the settling parties to fund the conpletion of the

$14-t0-%$18 mllion cleanup at this fornmer oil disposal site in
Berks County, Pa. The settling parties will also reinburse
t he governnment for the nmore than $13 mllion that has already

been spent to clean up the site.

EPA KEEPS CONTAM NANTS FROM FLOW NG | NTO MONONGAHELA

On March 21, EPA took energency neasures to stemthe flow of
contam nants into the Monongahela River fromthe Big John's
Sal vage Superfund site in Fairnmont, WVa. Contam nants at the
site include nercury, cadm um and petrol eum hydrocarbons.
renmoval action plan.
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